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Like other great nations 
before it, the United States 
is headed toward a terrible 
fall unless it redirects its 
resources to solve the social 
needs and injustices that 
foster domestic violence. 

After 18 months of study, 
that somber prognosis was de- 
livered yesterday by the Na- 
tional Commission on the 
Causes and Prevention of Vio- 
lence. 

The 13-member commission 
called for an initial investment 
of $20 billion a year in the 
nation’s social problems and a 
reduction in defense budgets 
to make that new spending 
possible. 

.The commission’s final re- 
port, issued yesterday at a — 
press conference, sounded this 
warning: 

"We solemnly declare our 
conviction that this nation is 
entering a period in which our 
people need to be as con- 
cerned by the internal dan- 
gers to our free society as by 
any probable combination of 
external threats. We recog- 
nize that substantial amounts 
of funds cannot be transferred t 
from sterile war purposes to < 
more productive ones untU our 
participation in the Vietnam 1 
war is ended. s 

"We also recognize that to < 
make our society essentially 
free of poverty and discrimi- n 
nation and to make our j 
sprawling urban areas fit to 
inhabit will cost a great deal 1 
of money and will take a great < 
length of time. We believe, , 
however, that we can and 
yshould make a major decision 


sow to reassess our national 
priorities by placing these ob- , 
jectives in the first rank of , 
the nation’s goals/’ 

While the call for new na- | 
tional priorities . has been ( 
sounded before, tne commis- \ 
sion chairman, Dr. Milton S. 
Eisenhower, said he hopes this 4 
new plea will have greater im- i 
pact because the commission i 
Included a broad cross-section i 
of viewpoints. The members i 
ranged from the conservative 
Nebraska Republican senator, 
Roman Hruska, to the free- 
wheeling longshoreman-philos- 
opher, Eric Hoffer, 4 to the 
archbishop of New York, Ter- 
ence Cardinal Cooke. 
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Most of the commission’s 81 
proposals for curbing violence 
in America have already been, 
made public, buttressed by 15 
volumes of studies on various 
aspects of crime, group vio- 
lence and political assassina- 
tion. The commission was 
formed in response to the 
slaying of Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy. 

The basic volume of reports 
and recommendations, entitled 
“To Establish Justice, To In- 
sure Domestic Tranquility,” 
draws a statistical portrait of 
the 1960s as one of the most 
violent decades in the history 
of the nation, studded with so- 
cial Indicators that even more 
trouble lies ahead if remedial 
action is not taken. 

Eisenhower said he person- 
ally delivered the final report 
to President Nixon who told 
him he is "gravely concerned” 
about the problems studied by 
the group. 

Eisenhower said he told the 
President that, because of in- 
flation and the war costs, "We 
don’t expect to see the millen-* 
nium occur tomorrow, but we 
would hope to see serious 
study given to these proposals 
and the necessary commit- 
ments made for the future." 

The commission has called 
for a doubling of the nation’s 


spending on crime control and 
the judicial processes but, be- 
yond, the specific steps, it 
worned that "measures of con- 
trol” imposed without the so- 
cial reforms "could turn us 
into a repressive society 
where the peace is kept pri- 
marily through official co- 
ercion rather than through 
willing obedience to law.” 
Sen. Philip A. Hart, a liberal 
Democrat from Michigan, said 
most of the commission rec- 
ommendations will require not 
new laws but greater appropri- 
ations of federal funds. 

Hart summed up the com- 
mission’s outlook this way: 
“What we’re saying to the 
Congress is, ’Look, fellows, the 
kids are right. If we can get 
moon rocks back here, we can 
get clean air here too. Get 
your priorities in order. It’s 
exciting to get to the moon, 
but it’s important too to go 


shopping around the corner 
without a police escort.* ” 

The commission said that, 
based on estimates from the 
Council of Economic Advisers, 
the government could reduce 
defense spending by $19 bil- 
lion a year after the Vietnam 
war. Regular growth in the na- 
tional economy would provide 
the other revenue needed to 
finance the domestic social 
programs. 

"It is to be expected,” the 
report noted, “that our mili- 
tary leaders will, like other 
government officials, stress 
the extreme urgency of the 
programs under their charge. 
But we believe the time has 
come to question whether ex- 
penditures for the general 
welfare should continue to be 
subordinated to those for na- 
tional defense.” 


